E-NOTICES FOR 10™ AUGUST

COLLECT

Almighty God,

who called your Church to bear witness

that you were in Christ reconciling the

world to yourself:

help us to proclaim the good news of your love,
that all who hear it may be drawn to you;
through him who was lifted up on the cross,
and reigns with you in the unity

of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever

NOTICES

Celebrating Christ the Healer

Guildford Diocese and Acorn Healing Trust are offering a day of teaching, workshops, worship and
healing prayer on Saturday 6™ September 9.45am to 4pm at Guildford Cathedral. Price is £15 per
person, please bring lunch, drinks provided. More information from Acorn 01420 478121

Small Group reshuffle

There is a board up at the back with all the small groups on it. 1f you aren® part of a small group,
and would like to be, or you would like to move groups please put your name under the group you
would like to join. If you would like to start a new group, please put your name at the bottom of the
list

Israel @60

This year is the 60" anniversary of the Nation of Israel. St Barnabas Church, Darby Green is holding a
presentation by Rev@ Michael Cohen, on tour from his home in Israel, and an exhibition by Rev@
Tristan McDonald. Venue is St Barnabas, Darby Green, on Saturday 20" September at 10am,
refreshments provided

Toolkit for Christian Living

Guildford Diocesan Board of Education is starting a new course on discipleship in September in lots of
locations. It gives Christians a chance to learn more about their faith and grow in discipleship. More
info from Education Centre 01483 484911

Meditation as a Meeting Place

Guildford Cathedral is running an afternoon with Laurence Freeman OSB next Sunday at 2.30pm to be
followed by Evensong. Fr Laurence will talk about how Christian Meditation is being rediscovered and
its relevance for the 21* Century. No need to book, suggested donation £5 D 10.

More details from Philip Kitchen 01372 200558

St Nicolas School of Prayer

On Tuesday 16" October St Nicolas, Guildford will be running an event called Qord, teach us to pray®
at 8pm at St Nicolas Parish Centre, Bury Street, Guildford. For more information, please contact 01483
564526

Confirmation

If you haven®been confirmed and would like to be this year, the annual Confirmation Service is on
30" November at St Paul®. If you are interested, please speak to the office

DIARY EVENTS

Sunday 24" August
10.30am Morning Worship




ROTA

24" August/Trinity 14
10.30am Morning Worship
Steward: Mike
Sidesmen: Sally, Matt
Welcoming: Julie C, Geoff
Coffee: Jacquie, Lynn

P & M: Michael, Ruth
PA: Martin

Communion Asst: N/ A
Reader: Yvonne

Prayer: Geoff T

PRAYER

Personal Needs

Please pray for Linda Stone® husband Tony who is in Farnham Hospital recovering from a stroke

Please pray for Floss who has had a fall at home this week. She is very bruised and sore but has
declined to go to hospital. Please pray that she will recover quickly and will not be too stiff in the
morning, also that she will not have any further falls.

Please pray for Martin's mother Jean Kemp who has just had a major operation, for healing and
strength

For Doreen McVicar following her recent eye operation, that she will be completely healed and free
from any pain- please pray that her vision will be completely restored, as she now has very limited
vision in her eye

For Hazel Collins, following a minor stroke, that she will soon feel better. That the extra care will soon
be arranged so she can return home. She would welcome visits

Keep praying for Kelly, Give thanks she is in remission D please pray for her continued well-being and
her 3 weekly treatments

A message from Liz Haffenden - thank you everybody who has been praying for my husband Terry.
He went to see 2 specialists at Frimley Park last Thursday. They spent a long time doing tests and
showed him the two brain scans that were done when he fell and in May. The blood clot seems to
have dissipated. The symptoms of difficulties at times with balance and grip he was told are quite
normal after a head injury such as he had. They estimate it will take about a year for him to be
completely clear of these.

Church Needs

For the Leadership Team at this time, especially after the news that no appointment will be made at
this time. Pray especially for Andy and Peter, for peace of mind, and strength for the way forward

For the Youth and Children's work

Country/World Needs



For the economic situation in our country and across the world

For the situation in Russia and Georgia B that peace would prevail and for calm

For the situation in Zimbabwe particularly Bthat justice would be done

For the violence in the Middle East

For our country and the church to be more outspoken on Christian issues etc

For the war in Afghanistan and for the protection and safety of our troops there and in other areas
For the ongoing troubles in Iraq

For the situation in Darfur

SMALL GROUP NOTES

Sermon: 17 August: Trinity + 13: The Ruling King
Mark 4: 35 D41

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Context: You will probably recall the scene. The crowds coming to
see Jesus have so pressed in on him that to find some space he has
got into a boat and he has been teaching them from there, telling
parables. But he only tells the meaning of these parables to the
disciples. How are we to understand that? It tends to sound like
Jesusisintentionally putting the crowd at a disadvantage.

There are many possible explanations. Does spiritual insight tell
Jesus that the crowds are not yet ready to receive his teaching? Is
he just being obedient to scripture? Is Jesus following the rabbinic
practice of training disciples:. in which case why does he speak to
the crowd at all? Is he focused on training his disciples to carry out
the work of conveying his message and for that reason preaching to
the crowds need to be part of that training? Is Jesus merely using a
good teaching technique that challenges all people - disciples or
otherwise - to struggle mentally with the interpretation of the
parable? The fact iswe can@® be sure.

The parables reported all use agricultural symbolism, but they are
centred upon faith and the Kingdom of God. Interestingly, of the 4
parables that are recorded in this chapter, Mark only provides
JesusOexplanation for one of them. So much for the context.

Then when evening comes the small flotilla of boats pulls away
from the shore leaving the crowd to disperse.

The Sea of Galilee liesin a very shallow geological basin. Assuch it
has no protection from weather systems. Variable squally winds are
common, even in the eastern Mediterranean, so the disciples who
have lived and worked here would be used to them.

Jesus, exhausted by the day® teaching, falls asleep and as he
deeps a squall blows up whipping up the waters of the lake into
great waves that keep breaking over the boats and threatening to
swamp and sink them.

A relationship has been drawn between this incident and the story



of Jonah, who fell asleep on the ship bound for Tarshish. There are
some parallels, but there is no way that Jonah is a so called GypeO
of Jesus here Bthat is a minor prefiguring, or practical prophecy of
Jesus or his ministry. There is perhaps a better case for thinking of
Jesus as a second Jonah in the same way that he is though of as a
second Adam DBthat is to say the one who gets it right and undoes
the errors of the first.

8) Surprisingly for experienced fishermen. the disciples are terrified
for doubtless they would have seen many such squalls. Clearly this
iIsa storm of quite exceptional strength.

9) Asthey wake Jesus they wail at him, CDon@ you care if we perish?0
Their tendency, like that of believerstoday isto fail to believe that
Jesus has only their interests at heart. For instance, we aren®
content just to pray Pas Jesus did, Qrour will be doneQ Rather we
feel the need to present to him every detail of our requirements;
assuming that we know our needs as well as if not better than we
do.

10) Jesus response to them and to us is this Do you still have no
faith?0 But what is faith in this context?

11) | have often pictured faith as the bridgehead for the kingdom of
God. What is a bridgehead? | would describe it as a relatively safe
outpost (in what is otherwise enemy territory) where troops and
supplies from allied strongholds can disembark and from there
attack the enemy.

12) That, | suggest is what our faith is, or should be. It should be a
bridgehead for the Kingdom of God. It& an outpost in enemy
territory where heaven can invade the Earth.

13) In a battle - let& take the case of the D-day landings - an enormous
price is paid in human lives and resources to establish a bridgehead.
Here in the West, the cost in lives of establishing and operating a
faith bridgehead may be low compared to the cost somewhere like
North Korea, Iran or Burma.

14) Imagine that each of us had been of an age for active service on 6
June 1944 and that we had we been selected to be amongst the
first of those to land. | have no doubt that we would have fought.
We would have fought for several reasons. our devotion to our
country; our sense of the justice of our cause; and despite our fear
we would have been too ashamed to be cowards. All these would
have dictated that we risk our lives in that mad dash up the
beaches of Normandy to establish the necessary bridgehead.

15) So what about the battle for the souls of humankind? How do our



devotion to our eternal country; the justice of that cause; and our
sense shame affect us? Don® we tend not to do today what we can
be put off until it istoo late.

16) How few of us pay the cost of praying for opportunitiesto tell our
neighbours about Jesus pr invite a friend to an Alpha course? How
few will risk crossing their comfort zone, let alone their hazarding
their lives? When did we last have the valour to initiate a
discussion in the office, staff dining room, or train carriage about
the love and goodness of God, or our conviction that without Jesus
we perish?

17) Qlesus, don@ you care if we perish?0 Jesus cares very much if we
perish. He gave his life in a rescue bid to save us Bbut not just us.
We often act as if he gave his life for just for us. We forget that
God so loved the World - not just us, but the World BPHe so loved
the World that he gave his only son, that whoever would have faith
in him (sorry to keep using the f word) - whoever would have faith
in him would not perish.

18) Faith then is the bridgehead for the Kingdom of God. 1t& up to you
Pit@ up to me. The imagery | have used is very different to the
agricultural parables used by Jesus, but the demand is the same D
always to be fruitful. If Jesus is the ruling king, as our subject
suggests, then his command is to do as he did: to do battle against
the darkness and to bring people into the light.

19) Qlesus, don® you care if we perish? Natice that he doesn® defend
himself against the implied criticism, but simply rebukes the wind
and the waves and immediately there is a flat calm. Thisis truly
shocking. Up until now the miracles of Jesus might have seemed on
a par with conjuring tricks, but this man speaksto the wild and raw
elements of the creation and they do what he tells them. CBe
stillQ

20) Mark® gospel expresses the reaction of the disciples a terror. Now
this is terror of a different order and magnitude. They had been
facing real prospect of death in the storm. A flat calm should have
been a relief from terror. The immensity not so much of what has
happened, but that the man they have been with is EE Is what?
And that is just what they ask themselves. Who is this? Quite
simply he is not just the ruling king, but God himself.

21) It takes a further 4 chapters of Mark for the significance of this and
the other evidence to sink into Peter@ mind. Only then is he
prepared to say, Orou are the MessiahQ but the Jewish Messiah was
not God. Only when the impossible happened and Jesus rose three
days after dying were they able to recognise that Jesus was and is



God.

22) Having touched, walked and talked with the risen Jesus perhaps
they looked back on the storm and their fear. Perhaps they
thought, ONe should have seen it then. A man with authority over
wind and sea had to be even more than the ruling king - it had to be
the maker himselfQ
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